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INTRODUCTION

Since the publication of the first
official U.5. poverty estimates,
researchers and policy makers
have continued to discuss the

best approach to measure income
and poverty in the United States.
Beginning in 2011, the U.S, Census
Buraau began publishing the
Supplemental Poverty Measure
{SPM), which extends the official
poverty measure by taking account
af many of the government
programs designed to assist ow-
inceme families and individwals
that are not included in the official
peverty measure. This is the
eighth report describing the SPM,
released by the Census Bureau,
with suppart from the Bureau of
Labor Statistics (BLS). This report
presents updated estimates of the
prévalence of paverty in the United
States using the official measure
and the SPM based on information
eallected in 2018 and earlier
Current Population Survey Annal
Social and Economic Supplements
{CPS ASEC).
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HIGHLIGHTS

s I 2017, the ovaerall SPM rate
was 13.9 percent. This is not
statistically different from the
2016 SPM rate of 14.0 (Figure 1),

= SPM rates were not statistically
different for any of the
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CONSUS gov

majer age categories in 2017
compared with 2016,

SPM rates for children under age
18 were 15.6 parcent, which is
not significantly different than
15.2 percent in 2016 (Figure 1
and Figure 2).
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Data are based on the
Current Population Survey’s
Annual Social and Economic
Supplement (CPS ASEC).

CPS ASEC is the official
source of national poverty
estimates.

Official poverty estimates
are calculated in accordance
with OMB Statistical Policy
Directive 14.
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Includes Current Population Survey (CPS)
and American Community Survey (ACS)
data.

ACS is the recommended source for
smaller populations and levels of

geography.



Real Median Household Income: 1967 to 2017

100 Income in thousands (2017 dollars) Recession

90

50 Median household income was
70 861,400 S61,400in 2017, an increase in
60 481000 Vg real terms of 1.8 percent from
50 /W\/\/\/\' the 2016 median of $60,300.
10 This is the third consecutive

0 annual increase in median

. household income.
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U.S. CENSUS BUREAU Note: The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions. Income
census.gov rounded to nearest $100.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1968 to 2018 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
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Poverty Rate and Number in Poverty: 1959 to 2017

Percent Recession
2 Poverty rat
15 1o 4% | A 12_-% The official poverty rate in 2017
10 was 12.3 percent, down 0.4
5 percentage points from 2016. In
0 B 2017, there were 39.7 million
o Numbersin millions people in poverty, not
45 . _ statistically different from the
10 39.5 million Number in Poverty . .
. 39.7 number in poverty in 2016.
20 million
25
20 B
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Note: The data for 2013 and beyond reflect the implementation of the redesigned income questions.
Economics and Statistics Administration Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 1960 to 2018 Annual Social and Economic
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Comparison of SPM Poverty Estimates: 2016 and 2017

(In Percent)

2016 M 2017
15.2 15-6
14.5
14.0 14.1
13.9 13.3 13.2
The Supplemental Poverty
Measure (SPM) rate in 2017 was
13.9 percent. This is not
statistically different from the
2016 SPM rate of 14.0 percent.
All People Under 18 18 to 64 65 years
years years and older
United States™ u.s. Department c:~f f:omme'rc':e '
Ce ns us E;?g::’s'ﬁs’sa;udéif's“cs Administration Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2017 and 2018 Annual Social and

Bureau census.gov Economic Supplements.
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Percentage of People by Type of Health Insurance Coverage: 2017

Uninsured
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The percentage of people without
health insurance coverage for the
entire calendar year was 8.8
percent, or 28.5 million people.
The uninsured rate and number of
uninsured in 2017 were not
statistically different from 2016.

*Military health care includes TRICARE and CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical

Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs) as well as care provided by the

Department of Veterans Affairs and the military.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2018 Annual Social and Economic 9
Supplement.
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